
 

Kearney Park Board Minutes—Thursday, January 19th, 2023 meeting 

 

 

On Thursday, January 19th, 2023 the Kearney Park Board met for its 

monthly meeting in-person and via zoom.  Eric Marshall called the 

meeting to order. Members present were Kristi Mayo, Lisa 

Cheesebrough, Jon Costa, Nick DiBenedetto, Julie Jones and Greg 

Gillahan. Staff members present were Eric Marshall and Ryan 

Marcotte. 

 

Park board minutes from the November 15th, 2022 meeting were 

presented, with Lisa Cheesebrough, making a motion to approve the 

minutes, and Kristi Mayo seconding the motion…the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

 

Old Business:  

 

 

Hall Park: Eric Marshall stated that he contacted the LWCF field 

office in regards to the Hall Park development grant, and they had not 

heard from the federal offices any information regarding the status of 

the City’s application. 

 

Pickleball: Eric told the board that progress was going at a fast pace 

until the winter weather hit. He mentioned that the asphalt parking lot 

base had been poured, and the Musco lighting had been installed, with 

the parking lot lights coming soon. He said the contractors have been 

working on plumbing and electrical while the bathroom is being built 

offsite, and the retaining wall should be installed within a few weeks. 

He also said that staff had ordered a storage shed for the site, and that 

it would be located on the western border of the concourse area before 

the courts. Staff is in the process of securing pricing for bleachers, 

shade structures and trash can fixtures. Eric mentioned that a grind rail 

had been stolen from the construction area, and that the contractor is 

replacing it at no cost to the city. 

 

Winter Sports: Ryan told the board that youth basketball games had 

started, and that everything had gone well, but the scoreboard at 

Hawthorne Elementary is broken, and the parks department decided to 

order a portable LED scoreboard that could be used with multiple 

sports. He mentioned that if basketball keeps growing that they would 



  

have to get another gym, or have an additional night of practice to 

accommodate the extra teams. 

 

Pool Project:  Eric informed the board that staff has been meeting 

with Water’s Edge Aquatics regarding the potential options / offerings 

for a pool project. Initially, an aggressive timeline was purposed in 

order to get the necessary ballot initiatives in place for April 2023, but 

staff and the consultants reconsidered the timeline, and decided an 

April 2024 ballot would better provide the necessary time to gather 

community input on what they would be interested in for an aquatic 

center complex.  

 

New Business:  

 

Tree City USA: Eric informed the board that the City had once again 

exceeded the requirements necessary for the Tree City USA 

application, and that he had submitted the application at the end of 

December.  

 

Spring Sports: Ryan told the board that the signups were live for 

Youth Spring Sports, and that responses had been encouraging up to 

that point in time. He also told the board that Kearney would be 

working with Smithville once again for baseball and softball. Lastly, 

he said that rates have been raised across the board for all sports, due 

to materials, uniform, and referee costs increasing. In response to this, 

the parks department has started a scholarship fund to help kids in 

need play sports. All enrollees at Kearneyparks.com are asked if 

they’d like to donate, and it’s the goal of the fund to let all kids who 

wish to participate have the opportunity to do so. 

 

Pickleball: Eric stated that staff was on a factfinding mission with 

other Pickleball facilities to see how they are operating, what their 

fees are, if they allow reservations, and if they allow outside 

tournaments, among other things. 

 

Park Maintenance: Eric reported that tree trimming would be taking 

place along all of the City’s trails. He also reported that City staff has 

been crack filling along all of the City’s walking trails, and that he 

expected them to be done soon. He mentioned that a lot of the trails 

within the city are getting close to the end of their usable lifespan, and 

would need to be replaced in coming years.   

 



  

    

Board Comments- There were no board comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT    

With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was 

made by Julie Jones and seconded by Greg Gillahan to adjourn to 

Thursday, February 23, 2023. The motion carried. 

 
 

 

Approved: _____________________       Connie Crawford Chairperson   

 

 

Julie Jones______________________     Secretary 

 

 
 
 
 
 


